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From (L-R) Secretary for Constitutional Law Reform Commission (CLRC) Dr. Mange Matui, Acting Solicitor General Mr. E’eva Geita, Acting Public Prosecutor
Mr. Raphael Luman, State Solicitor Mr. Daniel Rolpagarea, Attorney General and Minister for Justice Hon. Pila Niningi, Secretary for Department of Justice
and Attorney General (DJAG) Dr. Eric Kwa, Chief Land Commissioner Mr. Molean Kilepak, Public Solicitor Mr. Leslie Mamu, Public Trustee Mr. Jacob Popuna

posing for group photo at the Hilton Hotel.

The Attorney General and Minister for
Justice Hon. Pila Niningi, recently raised
concerns on improved terms and conditions
of State Lawyers in the country.

While addressing State Lawyers at the
Hilton Hotel in Port Moresby, Minister
Niningi stated that there were a number of
issues that affected State lawyers today that
needed to be addressed.

“I have called this event today as I would like
to address the issues that affect us State
lawyers and members of the legal
fraternity.”

“Firstly, I acknowledged the Marape-Rosso
Government for recognizing the official role
of the State lawyers and for ensuring that
their terms and conditions are improved.

Through direct intervention of the
National Executive Council (NEC), you
are able to get additional allowances to
your pay,” the Minister said.

Minister Niningi assured his support to
the heads of the law agencies to assist in
securing land for their officers.

“You have my undivided support in
securing land for your officers to ensure
they have access to having their own
homes.”

“This is the next thing I wish to address. I
would like the heads of the law
departments to secure land for your
officers to ensure they have their own
homes. This, of course is not only for
lawyers but also for the support staff.”

L

He said these are some of the areas of
improvement that I am pushing at my
level to ensure you are being properly
looked after.

Present were Secretary for Constitutional
Law Reform Commission (CLRC) Dr.
Mange Matui, Acting Solicitor General Mr.
E'eva Geita, Acting Public Prosecutor Mr.
Raphael Luman, State Solicitor Mr. Daniel
Rolpagarea, Secretary for Department of
Justice and Attorney General (DJAG) Dr.
Eric Kwa, Chief Land Commissioner Mr.
Molean Kilepak, Public Solicitor Mr. Leslie
Mamu, Public Trustee Mr. Jacob Popuna,
State lawyers and members of the legal

fraternity in Port Moresby.
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Dr. Eric Kwa, PhD

Dear Readers,

I am excited to present the third
edition of our department’s
newsletter for the year 2024. I hope
you will find it informative as it
serves as an instrument for sharing
information.

We are halfway through the year,
and I am glad to extend my
appreciation to the hardworking
Minister Hon. Pila Niningi, MP, and
the staff of the department.

[ wish to advise that the department,
working in close collaboration with
European Union consultants, is in
the final stages of finalizing the
Human Rights National Action Plan
to be submitted to Cabinet for
endorsement.

The department, with support from
Law & Justice Sector agencies, will
be working together to host the
Pacific Island Law Officers' Network
(PILON) in 2025. As the lead agency,
our department has been entrusted
to take the lead in the preparations.
A team is already making progress

towards this goal, and we anticipate
hosting the event in 2025.

I am proud to announce that more
than 50 officers from the department
have successfully completed
Induction Training at SILAG recently,
which is a government requirement
for all public servants working in the
public sector.

The department's focus on the rollout
of Village Courts over the next 10
years is progressing well. We have
recently opened the Bootless Bay
Village Courthouse in Tubuseriea,
Central Province, in addition to the
Wampar and Markham Village
Courthouses in Morobe Province. We
also conducted trainings to Village
Courts officers.

I would like to commend each
hardworking  officers of the
department and seek your continuing
support in the coming months.

God bless Papua New Guinea.

Dr. Eric Kwa, PhD,
Secretary for Justice
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purposes of the Department of Justice and Attorney General’s public awareness only
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JLSC Re-appoints and Extends Terms for judges and

Acting Judges
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Picture: Minister for Justice and Attorney General and Chairman of the Judicial Legal Service Commission (JLSC) Hon. Pila Niningi, and Deputy Secretary,
Legal and Policy, Mrs. Lillian Woruba, during a Press Conference held at the department.

Minister for Justice & Attorney General, and
Chairman of Judicial & Legal Services
Commission (JLSC) Hon. Pila Niningi has
announced the re-appointment and the
extension of terms of six Judges and two
acting Judges from The National and
Supreme Court in a media conference on
May 16 this year in Port Moresby.

While making this announcement, Minister
Niningi congratulated all the judges who
were re-appointed during a special JLSC
meeting recently.

“On behalf of the people of Papua New
Guinea, I would like to congratulate and also
thank you all for the services rendered to
the country. Well done to you all,” he said.

Minister Niningi furthermore said the JLSC
appreciates the judges services and has
extended their terms to continue as Judges
of the Supreme and National Courts,
signing all their
appointment this week.

instruments of re-

The following reappointment of Judges of
the National and Supreme Courts are;

. Sir Kina Bona, re-appointed for a term
of two years,

. Teresa Berrigan, re-appointed for a term
of three years,

. Lawrence Kangwia, re-appointed for a
term of 10 years,

« Peter Chanel Toliken, re-appointed for a
term of 10 years,

. Jova Geita, re-appointed for a term of
three years, and

« Derek Richard Hartshorn, re-
appointment for a term of three years.

Whilst the re-appointment of the Acting
Judges of the National Court are Pauline Bre
and Anthony Kupmain whose terms were
extended for 12 months.

On that note, six Acting Principal
Magistrates were re-appointed and two
were newly appointed. 26 Provincial
Accredited Mediators and six fully
Accredited Mediators were also appointed
by the JLSC recently.

Government boosts work of Magisterial Services in the country

The national Government’s priority to
improve Magisterial Services in the country
saw appointment of 34 new Magistrates.

Eight appointed as fully accredited
mediator  Magistrates, 21 provincial
accredited mediator Magistrates and five
re-appointment as Acting Principal
Magistrates.

This announcement was made in a Press
Conference on Thursday May 23rd by the
Minister for Justice & Attorney General,
and Chairman of JLSC Hon. Pila Niningi.

Minister Niningi said this was an
important area which has been overlooked
over the years ‘because past governments
did not fund recruitment and training of
magistrates .’

I want to thank the Marape-Rosso
Government for making funds available
for us to improve and boost the morale of
Magistrates in their line of duties.

The re-appointment of eight Acting
Principal Magistrates include; Lorna Sani,
Jasper Amauni, Albert Daniels, Nancy
Lipai, Kimberly Berem, Stanley Bino,
Poning Makap and Magdeline Kivu.

Other Provincial Accredited Mediator
Magistrates include Mark Pupaka [Chief
Magistrate], Samuel Lavutul, Rosie
Johnson, Bruce Taskul and Tracy Ganaii
and others.

While making this announcement,
Minister Niningi congratulated all the
Magistrates who were re-appointed during
a special JLSC meeting recently.

“On behalf of the people of Papua New
Guinea, I would like to congratulate and
also thank you all for the services
rendered to the country. Well done to you
all,” he said.
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30th PNG-Australia

The 30th Papua New Guinea - Australia
Ministerial Forum was successfully held at
the APEC Haus in Port Moresby on 19th of
June, 2024.

While addressing the press, Deputy Prime
Minister John Rosso said; “on behalf of my
Prime Minister, our Government, my
colleagues, I'd like to appreciate and say a
warm thank you to you and the two
co-chairs on both sides, Minister Wong and
Minister Tkatchenko, on successfully
co-hosting a very successful Ministerial
Forum.”

Picture: PNG Justice Minister & Attorney General Pila
Niningi (middle) and Australia Attorney General
Mark Dreyfus exchange gifts after counterpart
discussions as State Solicitor Daniel Rolpagarea
looks on.

PNG Attorney General & Minister for Justice
Hon. Pila Niningi, and his counterpart, the
Australian Attorney General Hon. Mark
Dreyfus, had a one-on-one discussions one
strengthening the Law and Order in the PNG-
Australia bilateral relationship.
g — ————-;._ S s Vi
Deputy PM John Rosso speaking during the
! press at the APEC house.

Both exchanged gifts after the discussion at
the APEC Haus in Port Moresby.

g

As we come to the conclusion of the 30th
Ministerial Forum, we have achieved a lot
from both countries' perspective. We've
worked on issues that we agreed to from
last vyear's Ministerial Forum. The
outcomes for this year are achievements
from those directives and discussions that
we had last year in Canberra.”

He said Awustralia remains a strong
traditional partner and partner of choice
for PNG, and we will continue to work on
that to enhance the relationship moving
forward.

re. = o o Ak
Minister for Foreign Affairs Justin = §
Tkatchenko speaking during the press at
the APEC house.

Picture: Secretary for Justice Dr. Eric Kwa, PhD (left) and Jacques Fradin (right) Ambassador of the
European Union to Papua New Guinea in the recent Human Rights NAP Workshop at Gateway Hotel
in Port Moresby.

The Papua New Guinea Government,
through the Department of Justice &
Attorney General (DJAG) is working
towards establishing the National Human
Rights Institution (NHRI) in the country.
With the financial support from the
European Union (EU), a team of experts is
collaborating with DJAG Human Rights
Secretariat in setting up the NHRIL

In a recent workshop held at the Gateway
Hotel on the 14th of May, EU Ambassador
Jacques Fradin expressed EU’s support to
the establishment of the NHRI in the
country.

He said the request for assistance from
DJAG marks a significant milestone in the
EU-PNG partnership. This commitment of
K4 million underscores the EU’s

dedication to support Human Rights work
in the country and globally.

Meanwhile, Secretary for DJAG Dr. Eric
Kwa, has expressed sincere appreciation
and thanked the EU for the support and
commitment to the department and the
country.

He said the EU has been our good partner
and their support demonstrates the
significance of EU-PNG partnership for
good governance in the country.

Additionally, Dr. Kwa also emphasized the
importance and urgency of the proposed
Human Rights National Action Plan (NAP).

Dr. Kwa thanked the progressive work of
the DJAG Human Rights Secretariat and
the EU experts. He said this NAP is
important for the establishment of the
NHRI and must be presented to the Cabinet
for endorsement.

He urged the team to finalize the NAP so
that it can be presented to the Cabinet.
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Issue 3

Induction Training

Picture: Graduates from the Induction Training posing with their certificates. Also posing are DJAG managerial team and facilitators of the

training.

More than 50 officers from the Department

of Justice and Attorney General (DJAG)
recently graduated from the Public Service
Induction Training on the 17th of May at
the Somare Institute of Leadership and
Governance (SILAG) in Port Moresby.

Speaking during the Induction opening was
Secretary Dr. Eric Kwa who stressed on the
importance of the Public Service Induction.

“The Government's requirement is that all
public servants must be inducted into the
Public Service.”

practice of
the

Dr. Kwa spoke on the
corruption and punctuality in
government departments.

He said corrupt behavior and practices
will not be tolerated within the
department.

He said punctuality is another big problem
in the government departments. Most
public servants tend to work less then the
hours spelt out in the General Order, and
yet, they are still getting full pay.

“These issues continues to tarnish the
image of the Public Sector.”

“I hope this Induction Training will help

you understand your role as a public
servant and the roles you play to bring
services to the people of this country.”

‘I want you be the change in the
department. I want you to be honest and
transparent in what you do,” he said.

The Induction Training was concluded
with Deputy Secretary Corporate and
Michelle
Taumpson, congratulating the officers and

General Administration Ms.

officially welcomed them into the Public
Service.

Commission bids

Chief Land Commissioner Mr. Molean Kilepak
(second from left) and Ms. Jamin Tovot (third from
left) with colleagues, posing for a group photo
after the farewell luncheon.

The Lands Commission bid farewell to Miss
Jamin Tovot to show its appreciation for
her commitment and efforts during her
training. The farewell took place on June
12, 2024, at the Department in Port
Moresby.

Speaking during Ms. Tovot’'s farewell,
Chief Lands Commissioner Mr. Molean
Kilepak said; “this is not a good bye
farewell but a farewell to let her go
resume her study. Miss. Tovot will resume
and complete her final year of study at the
University of Technology (UoT) in Lae,
Morobe Province this year 2024.”

Mr. Kilepak stated that Miss Tovot has
excelled in her assigned tasks, and he
commended her for her effort and
commitment towards the Commission.

"She has been part of our team for almost
seven months, and I believe she has
learned and contributed a lot. We wish
her the very best in her studies and hope
to see her again."

Miss Tovot commenced her intensive
field training with the Lands Commission
in November last year, 2023. She was
grateful to the Commission for the
support and the opportunity given to her
to pursue her training.

“I would like to thank the Chief Lands
Commissioner and the team for giving me
this opportunity
intensive field training here. I believe the

to undertake my
training has given me the confidence to
grow personally and professionally. I
have learn to be confident in my abilities,
to be reliable, and to be self-taught."
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INDUCTION FLASH BACK

Officers graduated from the Public Service Induction program at the
Somare Institute of Leadership & Governance.
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